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TALES OF TINSELTOWN This frothy spoof of 1930s movie musicals — book and lyrics by Michael Colby and music by Paul Katz — sweetly lampoons a genre that isn’t especially screaming for parody, but director Jeff Maynard’s crisply staged production skates a long way on technical assurance and good cheer. Everyone dreams of being a star, but not many are willing to go as far as Iowa farm girl Ellie Hinkleberry (Gwen Hollander) does to achieve her goals. When aspiring screenwriter Elmo (Matt Lutz) passes through town, Ellie hitches a ride with him. Soon, the pair arrives in glamorous Hollywood, where it turns out that Elmo’s uncle is none other than top movie mogul Norman G. Neinstein (Gus Corrado, delightfully gruff). Ellie, renaming herself the more cinematically euphonic “Ellie Ash,” becomes a huge star — but gossip columnist Adele (Diana Georger, channelling Joan Rivers) fishes up a scandal that scrapes the luster off of Ellie’s tinsel. Choreographer Allison Bibicoff’s dance numbers are amusingly broad and sprightly, while the ensemble — moving fluidly and in fine voice — serves up charismatic, good humored performances. Hollander shows off a particularly wide emotional and vocal range. Yet, in the end, I find it difficult to get too excited by something that’s about nothing. Crossley Terrace Theatre, 1760 N. Gower St., Hlywd.; Fri.-Sat., 8 p.m.; Sun., 2:30 p.m.; thru June 17. (323) 462-8460. (Paul Birchall) 
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